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This paper is interested in drawing parallels between the work of Samuel Beckett and the 
poetry of Caribbean writer, Kamau Brathwaite and will  concentrate on their absorption of 
ideas of montage and the lessons learnt from montage. 

The paper will focus initially and briefly on Gilles Deleuze’s reading of Sergei 
Eisenstein as an entry into ideas of shock and the passage to new thought. It will look 
specifically at Deleuze’s nooshock and his theorising of the interval. 

The paper will point to the similarities between Deleuze’s theories and that of 
Eisenstein, in particular the theory of the attraction and the overtone. It will then look 
specifically at Beckett’s novel Watt and his television play Quad and at Brathwaite’s creation 
of what he calls Sycorax video text format, in particular in a work such as Born to Slow 
Horses.  

The analysis and discussion will draw parallels between these two writers, and their 
works and offer a theory of difference leading to new ethical relations that also draws on the 
writings of Édouard Glissant. 
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