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SCHOOLS & TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

What did life in Roman Egypt sound like? What sorts of objects did people use to
make music, and in what settings were they used? This exhibition, based on an Arts
and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research collaboration between
the University of Kent, Manchester Metropolitan University, and the UCL Petrie
Museum, begins to answer these questions, bringing to life the soundscape of Egypt
during the Roman period.

You can download the “Petrie Museum” app to smart phones and tablets which has
further interactive content and information relating to the exhibition.

To search for artefacts from the exhibition using their “UC” number, use the online
catalogue: http://petriecat. museums.ucl.ac.uk/search.aspx

For more on the project, see: hitps://blogs.kent.ac.uk/egypt-artefacts/blog/




This resource pack supports the National Curriculum for Key Stage 2 History
& Music.

KS2 History

This exhibition and the associated resources complement the understanding
of world history and Roman Egypt in particular. It demonstrates how
knowledge is constructed from a range of sources, showcasing the everyday
lives of men, women and children through sound-making artefacts from
Roman and late antique Egypt.

KS2 Music

This exhibition and the associated resources support the teaching and
appreciation of music from different traditions, and an understanding of the
history of music. It demonstrates the use of music for a range of purposes and
the replica artefacts provide opportunities for the improvisation and
composition of music.

Pack Contents

o Timeline of Roman Egypt

o True or False exhibition quiz
o True or False quiz answers
o Roman Rhythms exercise

o Animal Rattles exercise

o Rattle Decoration exercise

o Make your own clappers exercise
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e Egypt becomes part of the Roman Empire

e Christianity arrives in Egypt

e Vespasian proclaimed emperor at Alexandria

e Height of mummy portrait painting in the Fayum,
Egypt

e Emperor Hadrian visits Egypt

e Christian monasteries are built throughout the
Egyptian deserts

e Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul) is founded
as the new capital of the Roman Empire

J

e Egyptian temples close }

e The Arab invasion of Egypt and end of Roman ruIe]




True or False Quiz

Look at the Sounds of Roman Egypt exhibition, then try
answering the following questions:

1) You can play the original instruments kept in the Petrie Museum
TRUE FALSE

2) Sound making objects were only used by trained musicians in Roman Egypt
TRUE FALSE

3) Music was played within the home in Roman Egypt
TRUE FALSE

4) Bes was the god of love in Roman Egypt
TRUE FALSE

5) Bells were only used in religious ceremonies
TRUE FALSE

6) Clappers were made out of wood, metal, and bone
TRUE FALSE

7) Rattles were used by children in the Roman period
TRUE FALSE

8) All the replica instruments in the exhibition were made by 3D printing
TRUE FALSE

9) We only know about sound making objects from Roman Egypt from written
descriptions
TRUE FALSE

10) Different kinds of sounds were used to scare off evil spirits
TRUE FALSE



Quiz answers

Question

Answer

1. You can play the original instruments
kept in the Petrie Museum

FALSE — the musical instruments are too
old and fragile to be played

2. Sound making objects were only used

by trained musicians in Roman Egypt

FALSE — objects like rattles, bells, and
clappers were used by ordinary people
in the home and in religious rituals

3. Music was played within the home in

Roman Egypt

TRUE — especially in communal areas
like courtyards which were shared by
families

4. Bes was the god of love in Roman

Egypt

FALSE — Bes was a god who protected
children and pregnant women

5. Bells were only used in religious

ceremonies

FALSE — Bells were also worn by children
as amulets

6. Clappers were made out of wood,

metal, and bone

TRUE — examples made of all three are
included in the exhibition

7. Rattles were used by children in the

Roman period

TRUE — we think the egg shaped rattle is
to stop it rolling away from children

8. All the replica instruments in the

exhibition were made by 3D printing

FALSE — some replicas are also made by
craftspeople in metal, wood, and
pottery

9. We only know about sound making
objects from Roman Egypt from written

descriptions

FALSE — we have surviving instruments
from archaeology, and images of
musicians in mosaics and figurines

10. Different kinds of sounds were used

to scare off evil spirits

TRUE - the sounds from bells were used
to protect children
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