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HERITAGE, ETHICS AND CRIME

Mark HARRISON and Mike HARLOW
Policing the past, protecting the future. Tackling crime and anti-social
behaviour in the historic environment of England.

The Heritage Crime Programme seeks to raise awareness of the
existence and significance of heritage assets at a national, regional and
local level. For over 100 years the UK Parliament has provided specific
offences in law to protect the historic environment against damage and
unlicensed alteration. The task given to the authorities is clear. The
aspiration is to hand over our historic sites to the next generation in as
good or better condition than we find them - the definition of
sustainability. But in reality the split of responsibility between local
authorities, the police and English Heritage, the relative rarity of incidents
and the lack of expertise and understanding of the nature of the harm has
meant that task has not been fulfilled as well it might. In response to the
perceived need for a more coordinated approach, English Heritage,
National Policing and the Crown Prosecution Service agreed to develop
the Heritage Crime Programme.

The Heritage Crime Programme seeks to raise awareness of the
existence and significance of heritage assets at a national, regional and
local level and to provide agencies, stakeholders and local communities,
with the tools and expertise required to protect the fabric and setting
from the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour. The key objective of
the crime programme has been to develop a coordinated, cost-effective
and sustainable approach to crime prevention and case investigation in
collaboration with statutory agencies, non-governmental organizations
and community stakeholder groups. This paper provides an overview of
progress and will discuss the potential responses that will be required to
counter the emerging threats of crime and anti-social behaviour in
England's rich and diverse historic environment.
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